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to those who abuse you. If you love them from the depth of your
heart, and maintain the right attitude and behaviour, the sin of
untouchability is bound to be eradicated.
I fail, however, to understand this opposition in Kathiawar.
Kathiawar is the land of Sudama, of Shri Krishna and Aniruddha.
Where should I go if untouchability finds a place in the land
where warriors have shed their blood? However, the Bhangis
tell me that the conditions here are worse than in any other part
of Gujarat. I am pained to hear this.
Who is Narandas Sanghani but a son to me? Once he used
to follow me blindly and delighted in serving me. He gave all
his library to me. But God has now induced ill will'in him.
However, he is still like a son to me. I believe that his mischief
will not last long and that his vows will never be fulfilled. Even
if God wishes it otherwise, and Sanghani raises his hand to attack
me, I shall ask him to please himself and bless him. Prahlad dis-
obeyed his father since, he said, the father was leading him
towards the path of sin and he was not bound by the father's
orders. If Narandas still believes that he is like the eldest son to
me and yet he wishes to do away with me because I have gone
astray, he should certainly strike me. I am sure his eyes will open
when he has done so, and he will then come to you with down-
cast head to atone for his sin. He is just a child, he is young,
whereas I have grown old. Many people have raised their hand
against me, but I have survived. Once I had appendicitis and I
was operated upon. During the operation the lamp went off and
GoL Maddock was greatly distressed. But God wanted to save me
and here I am with no harm done! There is a story in the Upani-
shads that Vayu1 was asked to move a blade of grass, and Agni2 to
burn it; but they had to run away after admitting failure. So, if
God does not wish me to die, who can kill me? And if my days
are over, I may pass away without anyone's knowledge just as I
am talking to you now or sitting comfortably and no one could do
anything about it too! I have had some experience of the world
and acquired some knowledge of things. I am therefore asking
you to believe me and have pity on Narandas. I do not seek
your pity for myself, for I depend only on God for compassion* I
demand a true soldier's pledge from you. Once you take the
pledge, I would insist that you fulfil it. If you take a pledge
without giving serious thought to it, you will find me a difficult
1 God of wind
2 God of fire